The aim was to study whether different strains of Coxsackievirus B4 
INTRODUCTION
There is much evidence to suggest that viral infections are of etiologic significance for the development of insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (IDDM). E1 '21 The congenital rubella syndrome is a well-documented cause of IDDM, E3" 4] [12, 13] It has been suggested that induction of IDDM by CBV may reflect persistent viral infections, which initiate autoimmune mechanisms directed against the pancreatic Beta-cells. 14 (Fig. 3A) . and non-infected islets cultured in RPMI 1640 supplemented with 10% foetal bovine serum revealed no cytopathic effect (CPE) at seven days postinfection (pi). In Figure 3A shown islets infected with the CBV-4 strain VD2921 at seven days pi. 26 It has been found that there is a selective "shut off" of the proinsulin synthesis by CBV-4. [27] In islets infected with V89-4557 and PV-1, almost all cells were 
